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EE Noblemen, Barons, Gentle 
men, Bur 2 «{jes, Mimſters,and 
Commons, | hat where as WC 
the Kings Majeſtics rruc and 
loyal! Subjects , Who have 
ever rſtcemed it Our greatelt 
happineſle, toliveunder a rc. 
ligious and righteous King, 
and Our greateſt glory, to te - 
J ſtitic our beſt affections to our 
Iratious Soveraigne, Have beene in His Majeſtics ab- 
{ence from this His native kingdome Heavily preiled 
for a long time paſt, And cſpecially of late with diverſe 
innovations, which borh in themſelves, and in the way 
wherein they have beene urged doe manifeſtly tend ro 
the prejudice of the Kings honour, and of our religion, 
law:s and liberties, And by which wee were brought 
to ſuch extremitic, that there was no way left berwixr 
thc rocke of excommuynication, and the high paine of 
rebcilion on the one part , and the deſperate danger of 
forſaking the. way of true Religions and the breach of 
our Covenant with God on es other, But to repreſent 

2 our 
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our cace,and preſent our Supplications to the Lords of Se- 
cret Counſel!, That being equally pondered by "Them, 
They might cither bee anſwered by Themſclves, or by 
their recommendation might aſcend to His Mijeſties 
owne conſideration. And therefore in all humble man- 
ner Wedid to this cfte ſupplicat their L. We were moſt 
willing for the modeſt tollowing of our ſupplications, 
to obey their direction in chooſing Commiſſionars for 
the great number of ſupplicants, who flocked togidder 
from all the quarters of the kingdome, Were carcfull 
to order our ſelves in all Chriſtian and quyet carriage, 
and againſt the rediouſneſle of many and long delayes 
did waite for a long time with veric great patience, till 
at laſt They were pleaſed to receave our Supplicarions 
Complaints and Billes: And conceaving them to con- 
tcive weighticy muucrs then could by chemſ-lvcs bee 
determined, They did promiſe and undertake to repre- 
ſent and recommend the ſame, according to their more 
than ordinarie importance unto His Majetties royall con- 
ſiderarion, and to report His Majeſtics anſivcre, 
While His Majcſties good Subjects of all ranks through- 
out the whole kingdome had their mindes wakened,and 
their hearts filled with the expeRtation of a gratious and 
ſatisfactorie anſwere, worthic of His Majeſtics pious 
and equitable diſpoſition z in the Moneth of February 
laſt, incontinent a rumour flicth through the countrey, 
and filleth all cares, That the Lords of His Majeſties 
ſecret Counſell were commanded to make ſuch a Pro. 
clamation concerning the ſervice booke, booke of ca- 
nons, and the neg. meetings of His Majeities good 
Subjects in time coming, As Wee were perſwaded to 
haye bcene procure@by the ſecter working, and mali- 
gnang 
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grant miſinformation of our adverſaries, Seeking for 
their owne private ends, withour reſpe& ro-his Maje- 
ſties honour, and welfare of this kirk and kingdome, 
To ſtop the courlc of our legall proceedings, and to 
eſcape theiz owne due cenſure: And theretore intending 
to make knowne to the Lords of ſecret Counſell what 
was noiſed concerning the Proclamation, How far the 
whole kingdome had beene by ſome finiſtrous milinfor- 
mation frultrat of their hopes, and their conſtant deſire 
to have ſome courſe taken by their Lo. adviſe , How 
His Majeltic being further. informed, might deliver His 
good Subjects from ſo great grievances and feares, and 
eſtabliſh a ſure peace in this countrey for time to come, 
We found «s _. ives tyed by order of Law to decline 
thoſe againk * om Wee had made our complaint, 


unleſſe We would admit onr parties to he our Judges: 
And incace our declinatour ſhould nor bee accepred , 


Wee behoved to protelt that Wee might have imme- 
diat recourſe to the King Himlſe!f, &,  THEREAF- 
TER in the Moneth of March, findingthat by the fore- 
ſaid proclamation the innovations ſupplicated againſt 
were approven, Our lawtull proceedings condemned , 
Our moſt neceſſarie mectings prohibited, There being 
no other way left unto Vs, Wee were neceſſitate to 
renew the nationall Covenant of this Church and King- 
dome, Thereby to reconceale us to God. provoked to 
wrath againſt Us, by the breach of His Covenant with- 
in this Land, to cleare Our Soveraignes minde from all 
jealouſtes and ſuſpitions arifing from Our adverſaries 
miſinformation of our intentions and carriage , And ſo 
to make way for His acceptance of our humble ſuppli- 


cations, and grant of their lawfull remedics, to nds 
this 
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this land in defence of religion, authoritie and libertic, 
againſt invzard divittons, and extcrnall violences, And 
that our actions might bce anlwerable to our holy pro- 
f:ſhon, Wee afterivard drew up an humble ſupplicati- 
on, contcining our grievances, and deſires of the ordi- 
narie -remedies thcrcot, to have beene delivered to the 
King himlelie, In the mcanc time Wee were direted 
by thoſe who were intruſted by His Majeſtic, to attend 
His declaration heere in Scotland, which would tree IJs 
of all fearcs of innovations of reffgian, and prove (arif. 
tactorie. And leaſt tor want of true informarion of our 
juſt grievances and deſires it ſhould” fall our otheriwite, 
We expreſſed ro them with the greateſt modeſtic We 
could our dclires in ſome few articles, and with great 
patience have attended His Majcltics pleaturc thereanent, 
And all this Moneth bygone bcing frequently convee» 
ned to hear the ſauc Ucuvoriid by his Majzſtics Com- 
miſfionar, the right Noble and Potent Lord, Tames Mar- 
ques of Hamilton, &c. Wee prelened a new pctitionto 
his Grace, as his Majckies Commiſſionar, craving moſt 
humbly the indiction of a free Aflemblie and Parlia- 
ment, as the only remedies thereof. Like as finding 
an miſinformation, or miſtake of our Covenant with 
God, as if it had becne an unlawtull combination to 
bee the maine hindcrance of obteining our defires, in 
a new ſupplication Wee have fully removed rhar im- 
pediment, renewed our delires of rhoſe ſupreme judi- 
catories , to-bce indicted with diligence , for lerling of 
the Church and Kingdome: But being anſwered Snly with 
delayes after theſe nine Moneths atrendancc, and with 
this Proclamation that conteined his Majeſtics gratious 


declaration of his pious intentions, nat ro admit of any 
InoVations 
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innovations in Religion or Lawes, nor any ſtaine of po- 
piſh ſuperſtition, Bur on the contrare, to be reſolved o 
maintaine the true Chriſtian Religion profeſſed 'in this 
kingdome , which Wee were ever ſo far from calling 
in queſtion, as in our ſupplicatio!s, complaints and billes 
We uſed the ſame, as one calle of our delires, oneground 
of our confidence of a gratious an{werc,and argument* 
of our adverſarics malignant miſinformation of fo rcli- 
gious a ing. And now moſt humblie with bended 
knees, and bowed hearts thanke our gratious Soveraigne 
tor the ſame, Wiſhing and praying rhe Lord of heaven 
truely and fully to informe his Majeſtic, how far thelc 
bookes y judicatories, and all our other cvils and gric- 
vances arc full of idolatrous ſuperſtitions, and Popiſh 


errors, How deſtructive of the reformation of rcligion 
in this land, and of the laws aid libyiiiics of this Church 


and Kingdome: And lo dircaly contrareto this his Ma- 
jeltics pious intention and declaration. Yet ſceing thar 
no Proclamation could ſufficiently remove the preſent 
evils, Nor ſettle our fearcs, nor ſecure us from the rc- 
cntrie of any cvill or innovation, which it ſeemed to 
diſcharge or prevent the like in time comming , nor 
ſatisfie our humble ſupplications, craving the preſent 
indiftion of a free Aſlemblic and Parliament, As the 
only remedics of our cvils, and mcanes to prevent the 
like. AND ſceing this Proclamation docth not ſo 
much as make mention, or acknowledge any of Our 
Supplications, Complaints and Grievances, or any juſt 
. cauſe thereof , Except under the name of great increaſe 
of diſorders, faults, and mifdemanours; Burt only Our 
fcares of ſome future innovation of Religion or Lawes, 


Occaſtoned only as is pretended by the introduction 
ot 
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of the Service booke, booke of Canons, and high 
Commiſſion, which feares his Majzeſtie hoped tohave . 
becne aboundantly and ſufficiently ſatiſticd by his two 
former Proclamations of the Nynth of December, and 
Nineteenth of Februar : And by this his preſent decla- 
ration, Except his Subjes be blindly under pretext of 
religionled unto diſſobedience. Doth misken, paſſe over, 
and ſo in effec deny all our ſupplications, billes, articles, 
and deſires, Eſpecially our complaints againſt the pre- 
lats our parties. And that once for all, Inaftrand per- 
ſwaſive way, even after the reſaite of our liſt ſupplica- 
tion, Clearing us from the calumnie of unlawfull com- 
bination, DOETH not diſſallow, nor diſcharge a- 
ny of the Innovations , and evills compleined upon , 
Burt only affurzth that His Majeſtic will not preſle their 


praRiſe, Bur in ſuch a faire and legall way, as ſhall ſa- 
tiſfe his Subjects ot his intention, which ivyned with 


the other clauſe, allowing and confirming the procla- 
mation the Ninetcenth of Februar, Evidenceth the liber- 
tieleft ro any P relate or Perſones to practiſe the ſame, 
And by all other faire wayes, To perſwade others there- 
unto : And his Majeſties reſolution, to preſle their pra- 
Riſe in a faire and legall way : And alſo confirmeth the 

former declaration, That the Service booke is a read 
meane To maintaine the true religion, already profel- 
ſed, and to beate our all ſuperſtition, and no wayesto 
e contrare to the lawes of this Kingdome, Bur ro be 
- compylled and approved for the univerſall uſe and edi- 
fication of all his Maieſties Subie&s, Doeth not abo. 

liſh, but promiſerhto reRifiethe high Commiſſion, with 
adviſe of his privie Counſcell, Implying the Kings power 
With conſens of the Counſell, To cRablih this or any 
jadicaroric 
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contrary 
- fundamenrall and expreſle lawes thereof, and by conſe- 


quent , with the like reaſon to eſtabliſh lawes and ſer- 


' vice bookes, without conſent of the Afſemblie and Par- 


liament, Which is contrare to the maine ground of all 
our ſupplications, againſt the manner of that introduRi- 
on. Deeth only promiſe to take uneo His conlideration 
in an Afﬀemblic and Parliament, which ſhall be called at 
his beſt convenience, While as the evident and urgent 
necefficie, for ſerling the combuſtions,threaraing the tocall 
diſfolution and deſolation of this Church and State,Ex- 
cuſerh our unceſſant and importunecalling for theſe pre- 
ſent remedies. Doeth infinuatthe continuance and execu- 
tion of any pretended lawes, for theſe innovations of wor- 
ſhip, and corruptions of Church governement, and civill 


: _ of Church men , Which by our Covenant Wee 


ave oblidged our ſelves to forbear, and the reeſtabliſh. 
ment of thoſe evils in an Aſſemblie and Parliament, which 
he will call in his beſt convenience, To wit, for that and 
this other end of ſatisfying His SubjeRs judgements, a- 
nent the Service booke and booke of Canons. Dveth con- 
demne all our former pt ctr ourſupplicating, 
compleining, proteſting, ſubſcribing of our Covenant to- 
ether, and our continuall meetings, As great diſorders, 
increaſe of diſorders, deſerving juſtly a powerfull rather 
then a perſwaſive way, a runating headlong into ruine, a 
periſhing in our fauls, a bliade diflobedience under pre- 
rext of rcligion, and doth threaten and denounce, Now 
once for all, If we be not heartily fatisfyed and giverc- 
ſtimony of our obedience after this declararion , Bur 
continue, as by our. former proceedings, todraw on our 
B OW! 
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own ruine, that albeit unwillingly he muſt make ufe of 
that power which God hath imdued him with, for rc- 
claming of {o diſſobedient people, 

Heretore We, In our ownname, -and in name of all 

who will adhere to the: Confeſſion of Faith, and re- 
formation of Religion 'within this land, are torced and 
compelled our of our bound duetic ro God, our King , 
Native Countrey, our {clvcs and our poſteritie, ( leſt our 
ſilence ſhould be prejudiciall ro fo importaur a cauſe, As 
concerns Gods glorte and worſhip, our Religion and (al- 
vation, Fhe lawcs and libertics ot this'Church and King. 
dome , or derogatoric'to our former ſupplications, com - 
plaints, proteſtations, articles, and proceedings, Or unan- 
ſweravle to the folemne oath of our nationall Coye- 
nant. with God, ) Todeclare betore Gol, and man, And 
to proteſt, Primo, That we do, and will conſtantly adhere 
according to our yocation and power to the ſaid refor. 
mation , In doqrine, uſe of Sacraments and dilcipline ; 
And that notwithſtanding of any innovations introduced 
therein! cithcrot old, orof late. Secando, Weprotcft thar 
weadhere to.che grievances,{upplicarions, and protetta. 
tions given in at Aflemblies and ÞP arliaments, andto our 
lait ſfupplications, complaints, proteſtations, and other 
lawfull proceedings againſt the ſame, and particularly a- 
eainſt the ſervice booke, and booke of Canons, As maine 
innovations of Religion and lawes,and full of Ropiſh ſuper- 
ſtition, and fo direfly contrareto the Kings declaration, 
and againſt the -high Commiſſion, as a judicatoric eſta- 
bliſhed contrare to the Lawes and liberties of this church 
and kingdome, and deſtructive of ocher lawfull judicato- 
ties, which borh in reſpeR of the nature of ir, and man- 
ner of introduRtion, without conſent of the three my 
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of Parliament, cannot bee any wayes reRtified; but abſo- 
lutely diſcharged. Tertis, Wee proteſt that Wee adhere 
with Our hearts to our oath and ſubſcription of the Con. 
feffion of Faith, the ſolemne Covenant betweene God , 
this Church and kingdome, and the claulcs particular! 
therein expreſſed, and generally conteined, and to our laſt 
articles for the peace of this Church and Kingdome, 
drawne out of it , and to all the matters therein coneci- 
ned, and manner of remedie thereindefired, '@#arto, we 
proteſt, that this Proclamation or a& of Counlcll, or any 
other a& or proclamation or declaration, or ratification 
thereof, By ſubſcription ora, or letter, or any other 
manner of way whatſoeyer, or any precondemnation of 
our cauſe or carriage, before the ſame be lawfully heard 
and tryed in the ſupreme judicatories of this church and 
kingdome, the only proper judges to nationall cauſcs 
and proceedings, or any certificatian or threatning there. 
in denunced, fhall no wayes bee prejudiciall ro the con- 
feſſian of Faith, lawes and liberties of this Kingdome, 
nor to our ſupplications, complaints , proteſtarions, arti- 
cles, lawfull meetings, proceedings, perſures, mutuall de- 
fences, nor to qur perſons andgſtares, and ſhall no wayes 
bee diſgracefull cither in realitie or opinion, at home or 
abroad, to Us or any of (Js: But on the contrare, that 
any aR or letter, or ſubſcription of the Counlell, catry- 
ing the approbation of the declaration, and condemna- 
tion of our proceedings , #ndi#a cauſa, is, and ought to 
bee repure and eſtcered unjuſt, illegall, and null, as here 
before God and man Wee offer to cleare, and to verifie 
both the juſtice of our cauſe and carriage, and the inju- 
itice of ſuch acts againſt Js, in the face of the firſt ge- 


. nerall Aſſemblie of the Church and Parliament of the 


Eſtates, 
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* Eftates,untd whom, with all ſolemnities eequiſice Wee 
do publialy pee Duinto, Wee proteſt, that ſeeing 


our former cations, laſt articles, and our laſt deſire 
and petition ro His Majeſties Commiſhonar, which pe. 
titioned for the prefctx indiion of a free generall AC. 
ſemblie and Parliament, —_— to the law and cu- 
ſtome of all nations, and of this nation in the like cace, 
To heare the defires, eaſe the grievances, and ſettle the 
feares of the body of the Churth and kingdome, are thus 
delayed, and in effe&t refuſed, To wit , Oxce for &b till 
His Majeſties conveniencie for the ends conteined in this 
Proclamation, that We continue by thir pteſents to ſup- 
plicat His Majeſtie againe and againe, for the grancing of 
the ſame: And whatſocver e or inconvenience fall 
out in rhis land in the meanetime, for want of theſe or. 
dinarie remedies, and by rhe pra&iſc of any of theſe in- 
novations and evils, contrare to our ſupplications, arti- 
cles, and confeſſion, it be nor impured unto Vs, who 
moſt humbly beg theſe lawfull remedies, But alſo, that 
it is, and ſhall bee lawfull unto Us, rodefend and main- 
tzine the religion, lawes, and liberties of this kingdome, 
the Kings Authoritic in defence thereof, and every one 
of Vs one another in that cauſe, of maintaining the relis 
gion, and the Kings foreſaid Authoririe,according to our 
power, vocation, and covenant, withour beft:counſell, bo- 
dies, lifes, meancs, and whole ſtrength, againſt all perſons 
whatſoever, and againſt all externall or internall invaſi- 
ons manaſled in this proclamation. - Like 'as that in rhe 


orear exigence of the church, neceſſitating rhe uſe of rhis , 


ordinarie and lawfull remedies, for ſerling the commo- 
tions thereof, it is, and ſhall be leaſomeunro Vsro appoint, 


hold, and ufe the ordinaric meanes, our lawfull meetings - 


and 
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and Aſſemblies of the Church, agreeable to the law of 
God, and po of the primitive Church, the Ads of 
the generall Aſſemblies and Parliaments, and the c 
L of our Worthie Reformers in the like caſe. Sextos, Wee 
protelt, that our former Supplications, Complaints, P rq- 
teſtations, Confeſſions, meetings, proceedings, and mu- 
tuall defences , of cyery one another in 1h Cauſe, As 
| they are,and were in themſelves moſt neceffare, and' or- 
derly meanes agrecable to the lawes, and praftiſe 'of this 
Church and Kingdome, to be commended as reall duc- 
ties of faithful! Chriſtians, loyall SubjeRs , and ſenſible 
members of the bodie of the church and Kingdome, and 
no wiſeto be ſtyled nor accounted great difforders, mif- 
demanours, blinde diſſobedience under pretext of Reftgt- 
on, and running headlong into ruine, &c. $9 'rhey pro- 
- Cceeded only from conſcience of our ducty to God, our 
King, narivecountrey, and our poſteritic, and doeth Tend 
to no other end , Rut to the preſervation of the rae” re- 
formed Religion, the Confteſston of faith, lawes, and 1i- 
berties of this His Majeſties moſt ancient Kingdome, and 
of his Majeſties authoritie, in defence thereof and Satif- 
faRion of our humble deſires, conteined in our ſupplica. 
tions, Complaints, and articles , Unto the which we ad- 
here againe and againe; As we would eſchew the curſe 
of the 9g God, following the breach of his Co- 
venant : And yet we do Certainely expect according to 
the Kings Majeſtic his accuſtomed goodneſle, andjuſtice, 
that his ſacred Majeſtie-after a true information.of the ju- 
ſtice of our cauſeand carriage, Will preſently indi& theſe 
ordinary remedies of a free Aſſemblie and Parliament 
to our juſt ſupplications, complaints, and articles, which 


may be expected,and uſeth to y IEG: from ſo = 
an 
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and grativus a King , towards moſt loyall' and” dyctifull 
Subjects, calling for redreſle of ſo preſsing grievances, And 
praying heartily that his Majeſtic may long'and;proſpe. 
riouſly. reigne over Vs, . 7FY 216 4 


WW Hereupon a Noble Earle, John Earle of (aſſes, &c, 

In name of the Noble men, Maſter <Alexander 
Gibſon, younger, of Durie, inname of the Barons, Jemes 
Fletcher, P roveſt of Dundie, In name of the Borrowes, Ma- 
ſter John Ker Miniſter at Salt-Preftown, In name of the 
Miniſters, and Maſter Archbald Jhonſtop, Reader heereot, 
In name of all who adheres to the Confeſsion of Faith 
and Covenant, lately renewed within this Kingdome, 
Tooke inſtruments in the hands of three Noters preſent, 
at the aid mercat croſſe of Edinbargh,being invironed with 
great Numbers of the forſaid Noblemgn, Barons, Gen. 
tlemen, Borrowes, Miniſters and Commons, Before ma. 
ny Hundreth witneſſes,and craved the extra thereof : And 
in taken of their duetifull refpe& to his May-ſtie,con fidence 
of the equitie of their cauſe,and innocencie of theircariage. 
and hope of his Majeſties gratious acceptance, They offred 
in all humilitic with ſubmiſſe reverence a copic thereof 
to the Herauld. 


FINIS. 


